
Bibliography and Resources for Interim Ministry 
A shortlist of useful titles suggested by IMs 

 
 

Avery, William O. Revitalising Congregations: Refocusing and Healing Through Transitions. 
Alban, Bethesda, Maryland, 2002 

 
Bendroth, Norman B. (Ed)  Transitional Ministry Today: Successful Strategies for Churches and  
  Pastors, Alban, Bowman & Littlefield, Lanham, Maryland, 2015 

 
Bridges, William  Managing Transitions, Perseus, Reading (and other editions) 
 
Brubaker, David  Promise and Peril: Understanding and Managing Change and Conflict in 

Congregations, Alban, 2009 

 
Cloke, Kenneth  Mediating Dangerously, Jossey Bass, San Francisco, 2001 
 
Dale Smith, Molly Transitional Ministry; A Time of Opportunity Church Publishing, New York, 

2009 
 
Friedman, Edwin H.   Generation to Generation: Family Process in Church and Synagogue —   
    1985, The Guilford Press 
 
Gripe, Alan G.   The Interim Pastor’s Manual, Geneva, Louisville Kentucky, 1997 
 
Harder, Cameron   Discovering the Other: Asset-based approaches for building   

  community together, The Alban Institute, Rowman & Littlefield, 2014. 
 
Heifetz, Ronald Leadership Without Easy Answers , Belknap Press of Harvard University, 

1994. 
 
Hopewell, James F   Congregation Stories and Structures, Fortress Press 1987 (SCM Press  
   1988) 
 
Impey, Richard  How to Develop your Local Church: working with the wisdom of the 

congregation, SPCK, 2010.  
 
Kotter. John and Rathgeber, Holger,  

Our Iceberg is Melting: Changing and Succeeding Under Any 
Conditions 2005, St. Martin’s Press (GB Publisher: Macmillan, 2006) 

 
Kraybill, Ron & Wright, Evelyn (ed)  
  The Little Book of Cool Tools for Hot Topics, Good Books, Intercourse  
  Pennsylvania, 2006 
 
Macy, Ralph   The Interim Pastor, downloadable PDF document, available from 
    www.alban.org  
 
Mead, Loren B.   A Change of Pastors . . . And How It Affects Change in the  

Congregation, Alban, Bethesda, Maryland, 2005 
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Nicholson, Roger S. (ed) Temporary Shepherds: A Congregational Handbook for Interim  
Ministry, Alban, Bethesda, Maryland, 1998  (Chapter One available as 
download from www.alban.org )  

 
Oswald, Roy  Running Through the Thistles Alban, Bethesday, Maryland 

 
Parsons, George & Leas, Speed B  

Understanding your Congregation as a System (Congregational  
Systems Inventory), Rowman & Littlefield, 2014. 

 
Phillips, Wm Bud, Pastoral Transitions – from endings to new beginnings, Alban Institute 

1998 (1990, 1994) 
 
Rendle, Gilbert R.  Leading Change in the Congregation —  1998 (200, 2001), The Alban  

Institute 
 
Richardson, Ronald W.   Creating a Healthier Church: Family Systems Theory, Leadership, and  

Congregational Life Fortress Press (Augsburg Fortress Press), 1996. 
 
Richardson, Ronald W.  Family Ties that Bind: A self-help guide to change through Family of  

Origin Therapy, 1984 (1995), Self-Counsel Press 
 
Satterlee, Craig A.  When God Speaks through Change: Preaching in Times of  
  Congregational Transition Alban, Bethesda, Maryland, 2005 
  
Smith, Kathleen S.   Stilling the Storm: Worship and Congregational Leadership in Difficult 

Times, Alban, 2006 

 
Steinke, Peter    Healthy Congregations – a systems approach, Alban Institute,  

1996(2006). 
 
Steinke, Peter L.   How Your Church Family Works: Understanding Congregations as  

Emotional Systems —1993, The Alban Institute 
 
Additional resources for Interim Ministry: 
 
Alban institute website – a wealth of resources and materials on IM and church leadership: 
https://alban.org/ 

 
Also has a weekly email newsletter: https://alban.org/about-alban/alban-weekly/ 
Congregational Consulting Group: email newsletter on congregational development – 
info@confregationalconsulting.com 

 
Asset-based approaches to IM:https://rowman.com/ISBN/9781566995108/Discovering-the-Other-Asset-
Based-Approaches-for-Building-Community-Together# 
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